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Beer's contribution on Pesachim is a notable volume. More than 
one-half of the space is given to a history of the Passover festival. The 
fact that such Jewish teachers as Eliezer, Gamaliel, the Hillel followers, 
Chananja, Jehuda, Akibha, the Shammaites, and Simon made con- 
tributions to the subject required the author to go somewhat into the 
details of the theme. 

The place the Passover held in the Jewish year made its discussion of 
prime significance. Beer begins with the Exodus of Israel from Egypt 
and follows step by step through each document down to the establish- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. He lays under tribute to his discussion the 
latest researches of Old Testament, Semitic, and Jewish scholars. The 
Traktat Pesachim, with all the new light from other sources surveyed by 
the author, makes a new contribution to that interesting and far-reaching 
festival. Jewish life at the period of the establishment of Christianity 
was a live and energetic force in the world, and one worth our most 
careful study on the basis of the Mishna. 

Ira Maurice Price 
University of Chicago 



THE ETHICAL TEACHING OF JESUS 1 

Students of the New Testament and students of the history and 
principles of ethics greatly need a straight interpretation of Jesus' 
ethical teaching. For Jesus' teaching was certainly a notable con- 
tribution in the first century to the conception and to the practice of 
right living, and primitive Christian ethics constitutes one of the finest 
chapters in the history of ethical progress. This fact is somewhat 
obscured at the present time because the ethical teaching of the New 
Testament is not differentiated from the theology, and the disregard 
of New Testament theology by ethical scholars includes a disregard 
of New Testament ethics. It is therefore important that a differentia- 
tion should be made between the theology and the ethics of the New 
Testament, and that its ethics should be presented in a full historical 
interpretation. 

We have as yet no book which accomplishes this. Perhaps no 
book has been published whose author actually attempted this scientific 
task. Certainly the late Professor Clarke, whose last book, entitled 
The Ideal of Jesus, appeared but a few months before his death at the 

1 The Ideal of Jesus. By William Newton Clarke. New York: Scribner, 
1012. 329 pages. $1.50. 
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age of sixty-nine years, did not undertake to produce a full historical 
interpretation of Jesus' ethical teaching. His aim was to set forth 
the moral-religious ideal of Jesus in such a way that it may become the 
practical ideal of the twentieth century. By obscuring some of the 
essential features and many details of the teaching, and by substituting 
for the ancient world-view that underlies Jesus' teaching a develop- 
mental and biological world-view, the great ethical principles of Jesus 
are presented in a way to appeal strongly to our own time. 

And they should appeal. The ethical teaching of Jesus does in 
fact deal with primary principles of human conduct and character in 
such a way that his message rightly deserves pre-eminence in the prac- 
tical inculcation of moral duty. It is not easy to separate the transient 
element from the enduring element in the New Testament, nor is it 
easy to reconstruct the New Testament teaching to fit the modern 
world-view. But some such adjustment must be made and is being 
made by those who uphold the Bible as still the supreme guide to 
right living. Dr. Clarke's book is of this class. The ideal of Jesus 
seems to him, after minor modifications and omissions, to be the ideal 
which men today should adopt and live by. He thinks we cannot hope 
perfectly to discern the ideal that lay in Jesus' mind, or know exactly 
what the realization of it would be. "An ideal is an indefinable thing, 
and is not the same to any two persons." But the gospels reveal to 
us very clearly what in general the idea was which he himself followed 
and which he held forth to his disciples. His supreme purpose was to 
bring this ideal to reality in his own life and in the life of men. "He 
bequeathed to the future no scheme of doctrines and no set of institu- 
tions; he was devoted to no church or school, but he was devoted to 
his ideal in life and death, and in it lay his hope for men." 

Dr. Clarke thinks there is no doubt whatever as to what Jesus' 
message was, no ambiguity in the position which he assumed. He 
feels sure that Jesus' principles must have been consistent with one 
another, so as to form a logical whole. He counts himself independent 
of the historical criticism of the gospels. "It is not as a critic, but as a 
student of morals and religion, that I listen to the Master to hear him 
describe his ideal." Yet he does not make use of the Gospel of John 
as a source for ascertaining the ideal of Jesus because "utterances that 
have been consciously recast by another mind, however true their 
spiritual testimony may be, cannot rightly be used for the purpose of 
setting forth the actual ideal of the living Jesus himself" (p. 13). It 
would seem therefore that the author was convinced by the historical 
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criticism of the Fourth Gospel. That he was not convinced by the 
historical criticism of the Synoptic Gospels and so failed to give it 
recognition was probably due to the fact that in his later years he had 
not kept in sufficient touch with the scholarly literature upon them. 
Among New Testament scholars the interest and study have shifted 
during the present generation from the Johannine Gospel to the Synop- 
tics, and the same kind of thoroughgoing objective historical criticism 
has been applied to them, with results which cannot be ignored by any- 
one who would interpret Jesus, even for practical moral and religious 
instruction. That New Testament scholars are in striking disagreement 
as to some of the results which this criticism yields, makes it the more 
difficult rather than the more easy for the homiletical expositor of Jesus' 
message to do his work. 

Nevertheless, Dr. Clarke has produced a very readable and useful 
book. He finds and presents the enduring values of Jesus' teaching, 
and he clothes them in so fine a religious spirit as to radiate idealism 
and inspiration from his pages. It is a capital book for private reading, 
and for use with a Bible class. It is not second to any of the books 
that have recently been written to expound Jesus' message as a message 
for the present time. 

C. W. Votaw 

University of Chicago 



RECENT BOOKS ON EARLY CHRISTIANITY 

A few recent volumes treating the general subject of the origin and 
character of primitive Christianity are here brought together for review. 1 

D'Alviella contends for the principle of development in the history 
of Christian doctrine from the very beginning, in contrast with the 

1 L'evolution du dogme catholique. I. Les origines (Premiere Partie). Par Felix 
Goblet d'Alviella. Paris: Nourry, 1912. xv+347 pages. Fr. 6. 

Das Christentum in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten. I. Band. Von H. Achelis. 
Leipzig: Quelle und Meyer, 1912. xii+295 pages. M. 10. 

Die Entstehung des PersSnlichen Christentums der paulinischen Gemeinden. Von 
Johannes Miiller. Zweite, wohlfeile Ausgabe. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1911. 306 pages. 

M. 5 . 

Hellenism and Christianity. By Gerald Friedlander. London: Vallentine & Son, 
1912. xii+221 pages. 4s. 6d. 

The Historical Setting of the Early Gospel. By Thomas Cuming Hall. New York : 
Eaton & Mains, 191 2. 171 pages. $0.75. 

Taufe und Abendmahl im Urchristentum (Religionsgeschichtliche Volksbucher. 
I. Reihe, 22-23 Heft). Von W. Heitmuller. Tubingen: Mohr, 1911. 84 pages. 
M. 1.30. 



